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EXPERIENCE 
THE FLEMISH MASTERS

The ‘Flemish Masters’ project has been established for 
the inquisitive traveller who enjoys learning about 
others as much as about him or herself. It is intended 
for those who, like the Flemish Masters in their time, 
are looking to immerse themselves in new cultures 
and new insights. The Flemish Masters project focuses 
in 2020 on the life and legacies of van Eyck, as well as 
many other notable artists of his time.

In 2020 the Ghent altarpiece is coming home. Since 
its completion in 1432, millions of visitors from all 
over the world have travelled to Ghent to adore 
the Ghent Altarpiece, painted by Jan and Hubert 
Van Eyck. Gone missing, absconded in the course of 
several wars, threatened by fire, dismantled, copied, 
smuggled, censored, attacked by inconoclasts, hidden, 
ransomed, rescued and stolen time and again... no 
work of art has been menaced and desired as much 
as the Mystic Lamb.
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2018 2019 2020

2018
HOF VAN BUSLEYDEN
Mechelen
June 2018 

2019 
GRUUTHUSEMUSEUM
Bruges
May 2019

JANUARY
THE GHENT ALTAR-
PIECE: THE RETURN OF 
THE LAMB
Saint Bavo’s Cathedral, 
Ghent
January - June 2020

FEBRUARY
VAN EYCK. AN OPTICAL 
REVOLUTION
Museum of Fine Arts Ghent
February - April 2020

A DIGITAL TRIBUTE 
TO VAN EYCK
Saint Nicholas Church, Ghent
March - October 2020

VAN EYCK IN THE CITY
different venues in Ghent
March - December 2020

APRIL
MEMLING NOW.
HANS MEMLING
IN CONTEMPO-
RARY ART
Sint-Jans- 
hospitaal, Bruges
April - September
2020

MARCH
JAN VAN EYCK IN BRUGES
Groeningemuseum, Bruges
March - July 2020

VAN EYCK’S COLOURS  
IN DESIGN
Design Museum, Ghent
March - September 2020

DISCOVER THE LAST  
SUPPER BY BOUTS
Leuven
March 2020
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APRIL
MEMLING NOW.
HANS MEMLING
IN CONTEMPO-
RARY ART
Sint-Jans- 
hospitaal, Bruges
April - September
2020

MAY
THE GHENT FLORALIES
ICC, Floraliënhal and 
Het Kuipke, Ghent
May 2020

KBR MUSEUM – THE 
LIBRARY OF THE DUKES 
OF BURGUNDY
KBR, Brussels
May 2020

JUNE
THE GHENT ALTARPIECE: 
OPENING OF THE NEW VISITORS’ CENTER
Saint Bavo’s Cathedral, Ghent
June 2020

SEPTEMBER
THE GHENT FESTIVAL 
OF FLANDERS & ODEGAND 
Different venues in Ghent 
September - October 2020

OCTOBER
GHENT INTERNATIONAL THEATRE FESTIVAL
NTGent, Vooruit, Campo, 
Opera Ballet Vlaanderen and Kopergietery, 
Ghent
October - November 2020 

HEAVEN IN A NUTSHELL
Sint-Janshospitaal, Bruges
October 2020 - February 2021

RENAISSANCE CHILDREN. ART AND EDUCA-
TION IN THE 16TH CENTURY
Hof Van Busleyden, Mechelen
October 2020 - January 2021

DECEMBER
WINTER WONDER CASTLE
Castle of the Counts, Ghent
December 2020 - January 2021 

2021
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VAN EYCK. AN OPTICAL REVOLUTION
01.02.2020 – 30.04.2020

Worldwide, only approximately twenty works by the 
Flemish Master Jan van Eyck have been preserved. 
Quite exceptionally, at least half of these will travel to 
Ghent in 2020 for the exhibition “Van Eyck. An Optical 
Revolution” at the Museum of Fine Arts Ghent (MSK). In 
what promises to be an unmissable, tour de force of an 
exhibition, the world of Van Eyck and his revolutionary 
gaze will be brought to life like never before.

“Van Eyck. An Optical Revolution” is the largest exhi-
bition dedicated to the life and work of the Flemish 
master, Jan van Eyck. The late medieval Low Countries 
presented a uniquely creative environment for artists 
and artisan. The Court of the Duke of Burgundy, Philip 
the Good, attracted the most talented artists of the 
day, while the bustling urban centres offered fertile 
ground for myriad artistic and artisanal endeavours. 
Jan van Eyck was a particular ‘star’ at the time, being 
very much appreciated both as an artist and designer, 
but also as an adviser and diplomat.

UNIQUE EXPERIENCE 

The exhibition aims to create a unique experience in which both the sumptuousness of the Burgundian court and 
the flourishing urban culture are brought to life through paintings, sculptures, drawings, tapestries and miniatures. 
Each is an example of the extraordinarily inventive imagination and the refined aesthetic appreciation of the period. 
Visitors will discover more works by Van Eyck in one place than ever before, letting them experience the genius of 
the Flemish master up-close. The restored outer panels of the “Ghent Altarpiece” will be exhibited alongside other 
masterpieces by van Eyck for the first and last time ever, and enter into dialogue with over 100 masterpieces by his 
most talented contemporaries. The resulting exhibiton promises nothing less than a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
Visitors will be witness to the most complete van Eyck exhibition ever staged: the outer panels of the “Ghent Altarpiece” 
will be exhibited alongside other masterpieces by van Eyck, and those of his contemporaries, in a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

MSK – MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS GHENT
Fernand Scribedreef 1, 9000 Gent

OPENING HOURS
• From February 1st 2020 to April 30th 2020
• 7/7 9.30 am – 7 pm
• several late-night openings until 11 pm

TICKETS
• Online from July 1st 2019 till April 30th 2020: 25 

EURO
• From February 1st 2020 in the museum: 28 EURO
• 19 – 26 years: 15 EURO
• 6 – 18 years: 2 EURO
• TRADE: 10% 

TRADE CONTACT
Peggy Hobbels
T +32 9 323 67 80
peggy.hobbels@stad.gent

AUDIOGUIDE 
(included in the ticket price)
Languages: Dutch, French, English, German, Spanish, 
Italian

GUIDED EXHIBITION TOURS
• Languages: Dutch/French/English
• Guide for adults: 100 EURO
• Guide for schools: 80 EURO

BOOKING PLATFORM 
www.vaneyck2020.be



UNMISSABLE VAN EYCK 
EXPERIENCES

THE GHENT 
ALTARPIECE: 

SAINT BAVO’S 
CATHEDRAL
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THE GHENT ALTARPIECE: SAINT BAVO’S CATHEDRAL
JANUARY - JUNE 2020

By the end of 2019 the second phase of the restoration campaign – the treat-
ment of the panel The adoration of the Mystic Lamb and its side panels will be 
completed. In January 2020 the Mystic Lamb returns to Saint Bavo’s Cathedral.

The restorers removed the old overpaint that masked the main figure of the 
Ghent Altarpiece for nearly five centuries. As such, the well-known Lamb 
– an impassive and rather neutral figure, with a wide forehead and large 
ears – has given way to the Van Eycks’ original. With its intense gaze the 
Van Eycks’ medieval Lamb, characterized by a graphically defined snout and 
large, frontal eyes, draws the onlooker into the ultimate sacrifice scene.

In May 2020 also the restored panels and frames of the exterior side 
panels, highlights of the van Eyck exhibition in the Museum of Fine Arts 
Ghent, return to the cathedral.

17 JANUARY – 21 JUNE 2020
THE RETURN OF THE LAMB

The return of the Mystic Lamb is linked to an exhibition with works by 
contemporary art artists Kris Martin, Lies Caeyers, and Sophie Kuijken. The 
exhibition is held both inside and outside of the cathedral walls and is 
inspired by the 3 pillars of the Mystic Lamb: shape, technique, and content.

26 JUNE 2020
OPENING OF THE NEW VISITORS’ CENTRE

A combination of original art treasures and modern presentation techniques in the new Visitors’ Centre will be used 
to highlight the story behind the centuries’ old polyptych made by the van Eyck brothers, “The Ghent Altarpiece”. 
The Visitors’ Centre will highlight the multiple messages conveyed by the polyptych, including an explanation of its 
religious significance and art-historical value. Links will also be made to the architectural heritage and its intimate 
connection to the cathedral. Augmented Reality The culturally interested tourist will be able to see and appreciate 
the latest restoration campaign and learn about the remarkable history of the “Mystic Lamb itself”. On entering the 
centre, visitors will receive a set of augmented virtual reality (AVR) glasses which will give them the chance to see 
medieval murals and numerous works of art as if they were actually on site hundreds of years ago and done with 
the help of historical simulations and interactive modules. Visitors will get to experience the different construction 
periods of the cathedral as well as the eventful history of the “Ghent Altarpiece” and its significance in the most 
convincing but historically correct manner. This augmented reality tour around the cathedral will be offered in nine 
different languages: the seven languages currently available on the audio guide, plus Russian and Portuguese, and be 
customised for each language.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

SINT BAVO’S CATHEDRAL
Sint Baafsplein, 9000 Gent

OPENING HOURS 
• From June 26th Open every day of the year, except 

1 January from 10 am to 5 pm
• Sunday and public holidays from 1 pm to 5 pm

TICKETS 
• Visit with Augmented Reality device: 12 EURO 
• The Ghent Altarpiece only: 8 EURO 
• Children: 6 EURO 
• Schools Primary/ Secondary/ Higher: 6/7/10 EURO 

• Holiday Participation: to be discussed 
• Trade: to be discussed

AUGMENTED REALITY DEVICE 
Available in Dutch, French, English, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Russian, Japanese and Portuguese Included 
in the price

WEBSITE & RESERVATION GROUPS 
Sint-baafskathedraal@kerknet.be 
www.sintbaafskathedraal.be



OMG! 
VAN EYCK 
WAS HERE! 
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A DIGITAL TRIBUTE
TO VAN EYCK
MARCH - OCTOBER 2020.

In 2020, St Nicholas’ Church will be the ideal location 
for those who enjoy a unique blend of multimedia art, 
music, and video mapping. A digital and musical reinter-
pretation of the Ghent Altarpiece, composed by Mat Col-
lishaw, is sure to bring you pure wonderment for more 
than half an hour. An immersive video mapping provides 
a spectacle of light throughout the entire church. Regu-
lar live performances complete the event.

This multimedia experience is accessible to a wide audi-
ence of all ages: families, tourists, groups, lovers of art, 
and techies.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH
Cataloniëstraat, 9000 Gent

WEBSITE, TICKETS & RESERVATION 
information available from
August 2019 on.

Ghent is celebrating its greatest Flemish Master painter 
Jan Van Eyck in 2020
Jan Van Eyck was to late medieval art as Pablo Picasso is to 
modern painting. The Flemish Master caused a great stir in art 
history back in the 15th century with his awe-inspiring and revo-
lutionary oil painting technique. With his keen eye for the finest 
details and his novel use of perspective, he created masterpieces 
of a hitherto unseen realism that have captivated audiences for 
six centuries and counting. No wonder that Van Eyck was the 
most famous painter in Europe during his lifetime. 

Ghent: the city of the Altarpiece
Ghent and its Altarpiece, a bond that cannot be broken. Ghent 
is the city where Van Eyck painted his world-famous master-
piece, and to which millions of visitors from all over the world 
have been flocking for centuries to admire the altarpiece.

OMG! Van Eyck was here
With OMG! Van Eyck was here, Ghent is highlighting in 2020 the un-
breakable bond between the city and the grandmaster. A year filled 
with scintillating activities and events, showing how even after six 
centuries, the legacy of one of the world’s most masterful artists still 
courses through the arteries of the city of Ghent and its residents. 
Strap in for a tantalizing programme full of visual art, theatre, 
dancing, design, fashion, music, gastronomy, shopping and much 
more in the style of Van Eyck and his majestic masterpiece.



THE GHENT FLORALIES  
1 - 10 MAY 2020

In 2020, Ghent’s historical flower and plants festival will become a dynamic and interactive event for all ages with an ex-
tensive range of workshops, demos, entertainment, green and concept rooms and pop-ups in the heavenly garden of Van 
Eyck. The theme of Floraliën Gent 2020, ‘My paradise, my worldly garden’ will refer to the famous Van Eyck masterpiece.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

ICC, FLORALIËNHAL AND HET KUIPKE
Citadelpark, 9000 Gent
www.floralien2020.be

OPENING HOURS
• From Friday May 1st until Sunday May 10th: 
• 8 am until 6 pm 
• Late night on Friday May 8th until 8 pm

TICKETS
Online before February 1st 2020
• individual ticket: 20 EURO
• kids < 6 years: for free
• kids > 6 years: 5 EURO
• groups as of 25 persons: 19 EURO

Online as from February 1st 2020
• individual ticket: 22 EURO
• kids < 6 years: for free
• kids > 6 years: 5 EURO
• groups as of 25 persons: 20 EURO

TRADE PARTNERS
Incoming DMC:
All About Belgium
Kathleen Vermeiren
T +32 53 80 98 18
kathleen.vermeiren@aab-allaboutbelgium.be

Gent Watertoerist
Henk Hellemans
T +32 473 48 10 36
info@rederijdegentenaar.be

Omnia Travel-Focus Flanders
Michel Deswaene
T +32 9 269 90 62
michel.deswaene@omniatravel.be

Booking system: online tickets via www.floralien2020.be

VISITOR GUIDE
 will be available in Dutch, French, English

GUIDED VISITS 
• Guided visits of the Floraliën, guided tours in the 

Citadelpark and the City of Ghent: will all be possible 
– information not yet available

• Languages: Dutch, French, German, English, Spanish, 
Italian, Russian & Chinese



VAN EYCK’S COLOURS IN DESIGN
13 MARCH 2020 - 06 SEPTEMBER 2020

An exhibition about the innovative and diverse use of colour, linking the past 
and present with each other.
 
The starting premise of the exhibition is Jan van Eyck’s skilful use of colour, 
which is fully revealed in all its glory during the restoration of the Ghent 
Altarpiece. Using oil paint and transparent, coloured glazes, Van Eyck was able 
to achieve an innovative variety of colour nuances, clarity and saturation in 
his paintings. His inspiring use of colour is the starting point for a selection of 
national and international designers. They all share an affinity with ‘colour’.
 
The exhibition is conceived as a walk through the seven primary colours and 
the universe of pigment which Jan van Eyck and his contemporaries explored, 
with knowledge, inspiration and mystery serving as the underlayers. Projects 
by designers in various design disciplines (product design, crafts, textile design, 
graphic design, jewellery design, architecture…) will be exhibited in diverse colour 
ensembles. Some designers prefer to research colour, focussing on its materiality 
for example, while others are more interested in colour and perception, or the 
impact of colour in a spatial context.
 
The period rooms of Hotel de Conick will also be incorporated in this exhibition. 
They will be transformed into experience rooms where contemporary designers 
will be invited to exhibit a project or create a new work, on the theme of colour 
and the senses.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

DESIGN MUSEUM GENT
Jan Breydelstraat 5, 9000 Gent 
www.designmuseumgent.be

TICKETS
• Adults: 10 EURO
• Groups: 8 EURO
• 19 – 26 years, school (18+): 2 EURO
• -19 years: 0 EURO
• Trade: -15 % 

TRADE CONTACT
Bernadette De Loose
T +32 9 323 64 91
bernadette.deloose@stad.gent

GUIDED TOURS
•  Visit without guide: 

www.designmuseumgent.be/en/visit/group 

•  Visits with own guide:  
www.designmuseumgent.be/en/visit/group 

•  Visit with museum guide:  
www.designmuseumgent.be/en/visit/group



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

ST BAVO’S CATHEDRAL
Sint Baafsplein, 9000 Gent
gentfestival.be / collegiumvocale.com

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

CONCERT HALL OF BIJLOKE MUSIC CENTRE
Godshuizenlaan 2, 9000 Gent
graindelavoix.be
debijloke.be

SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2020
FLANDERS FESTIVAL GHENT

Composition Arvo Pärt - September 2020
At the occasion of OMG! Van Eyck was here, the City of 
Ghent is commissioning a composition from renowned 
Estonian composer Arvo Pärt. A composer of both 
instrumental and vocal music, Pärt’s religiously inspired 
work garners international renown and fame. Pärt was 
commissioned by the City of Ghent to write ‘Agnus Dei, 
the adoration of the Lamb’. This brief work for choir and 
organ is fully inspired by the famous masterpiece by Jan 
Van Eyck. Arvo Pärt entrusted his creation to Collegium 
Vocale Gent, the world-famous vocal ensemble led by 
director Philippe Herreweghe. 

18 AND 19 DECEMBER 2020, 8 PM
VAN EYCK DIAGRAMS

What if you could hear van Eyck, rather than see him? 
What if his works are not meant for viewing, but form 
diagrams that capture sound? Van Eyck elevates vision 
to the most problematic sense: what you think you see is 
really fantasy of your hearing. The figures depicted in his 
works do not see, but they hear all the more. As if Van 
Eyck managed to convert the invisibility of noise and 
sound into deceptive apparitions. Björn Schmelzer, artis-
tic director of GRAINDELAVOIX, and four of his signers as 
well as light and sound virtuosos Koen Broos, Margarida 
Garcia and Alex Fostier explore the audible internal 
dimension of the revolutionary Flemish master.

MUSIC PROGRAMME
When Jan van Eyck was born at the end of the 14th century, a musical 
rebirth was taking place: the ‘Flemish polyphony’ was born in the Low 
Countries. Franco-Flemish singers and composers from the early 15th century 
helped open up new worlds by combining clear musical lines into ecstatic 
interwoven vocal tapestries. Abroad, these tonal wizards were known as 
‘lotremontani’ (from across the mountains) or as ‘fiamminghi’ (Flemings). 

Just like the city itself, the Ghent Altarpiece evokes constant admiration as 
the eyes struggle to take it all in. The polyptych with its vibrant colours and 
sumptuous details forms an inexhaustible source of inspiration for compos-
ers and musicians. During OMG! Van Eyck was here visitors can choose from 
a variety of concerts and musical performances that will blow their minds. 
Come and hear how the angels on the Ghent Altarpiece come to life in both 
angelic fifteenth-century music and modern rearrangements.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROGRAMME



GHENT INTERNATIONAL THEATRE FESTIVAL
28 OCTOBER 2020 - 10 NOVEMBER 2020

The first edition of an ambitious international theatre festival by Kunsthuis, S.M.A.K, and the great Ghentish art 
centres and theatres Vooruit, CAMPO, Opera Ballet Flanders, NTGent and Kopergietery. With presentations, mani-
festations, lectures, parties, installations, performances, interventions, and connections by (inter)national creators. 
In 2020, Ghent International Theatre Festival will draw inspiration from grandmaster Van Eyck: just as the van 
Eyck brothers were commissioned to create a new work in the middle ages, the theatre festival wishes to have the 
masters of today create new and large-scale creations. In and on the streets, squares, homes, and halls of Ghent, in 
collaboration with schools, associations, collectives, and artists.

WINTER WONDER CASTLE  
MID DECEMBER 2020 - MID JANUARY 2021 

The Winter Wonder Castle transforms the Castle of the 
Counts into a magical winter wonderland. Between the 
dark spiral staircases of the thick castle walls you will dis-
cover the magic warmth and cosiness of Christmas during 
the darkest period of the year. An enchanting experience 
for all ages, in the spirit of Van Eyck’s 15th century. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

CASTLE OF THE COUNTS
Sint-Veerleplein 11, 9000 Gent
visit.gent.be/en/calendar/winter-wonder-castle

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

BIJLOKE SITE
Jozef Kluyskensstraat 2, 9000 Gent
gentfestival.be

3 OCTOBER 2020
THE MUSICAL MYSTIC LAMB

Flanders Festival Ghent brings the Mystic Lamb to live 
as never before. Join twelve top composers on a musical 
journey, each inspired by one of the twelve panels of the 
world-famous altarpiece. A broad variety of music genres 
and formations contribute to a fascinating and compel-
ling concept. From classical music and jazz to electronics 
and world music, performed by both intimate ensembles 
and large orchestras: something for everyone! The twelve 
brand-new pieces all combining to form a single work will 
be presented at the various locations of the Bijloke site. 
A fantastic project by Handelsbeurs, Arts centre Vooruit, 
Victoria Deluxe, Bijloke Music Centre, Democrazy, Gent 
Jazz, Flemish Opera, LOD musical theatre, Cirq, De Cen-
trale and Flanders Festival Ghent.



VAN EYCK IN THE CITY 
PERMANENT OFFER OF ‘OMG! VAN EYCK WAS HERE’ 

Experience Ghent through the eyes of Jan Van Eyck, and use all your senses to the fullest. Discover the magnificent her-
itage of the city and a number of astounding street art pieces inspired by the Flemish master during the 7 Senses Tour. 
Feast like a 15th-century Burgundian and taste the ingredients of the Ghent Altarpiece at one of Ghent’s many eateries. 
Or how about celebrating the night, a vibrant folk festival with dancing, medieval street food to salivate over, folkloristic 
shows, spectacular tableaux vivants, and troubadours!

Need a break from all the partying and spectacles? Find some peace and quiet on the Maaseik square. By 2020, the Maas-
eik square will be transformed into a veritable fruit orchard with apple trees, pear trees, a fig tree, and a cherry tree.

Those who can’t get enough of the Ghent Altarpiece can visit the Van Eyck shop underneath the Belfry and take an 
artisan souvenir from one of the city’s talented creators home. The Van Eyck creators practice a broad range of crafts, 
leading to a great diversity of unique products: jewellery, hats, floral arrangements, beer, rugs, shawls, handbags, ceramics, 
glassware… The variety on offer is tremendous.

PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION

START AT THE VAN EYCK 
SHOP & HOP
(Council cellar underneath 
the Belfry)
vaneyckwashere.be/7senses

1 APRIL – 31 OCTOBER 2020
7 SENSES TOUR

Not your average city walking tour taking you along the same tired old 
route, but a true feast for the senses: this is the 7 Senses Tour. Discover 
Ghent through the eyes of Jan Van Eyck, and use all your senses to the 
fullest. Smell, touch, taste, hearing, sight, enhancing your sixth sense and 
movement: all seven are covered on the tour!

During the city walking tour, sensory experiences alternate with the magnifi-
cent heritage of Ghent and a number of astounding street art pieces inspired 
by Flemish master Jan Van Eyck and the Ghent Altarpiece. Big names such 
as Pastel and Strook unleash their creativity on the city, treating us to some 
impressive murals.



FEAST LIKE A 15TH-CENTURY BURGUNDIAN

The luscious landscapes in the Ghent Altarpiece depict no fewer than 75 edible plants, herbs, and fruits. An inexhaustible 
source of inspiration to work with in the kitchen! Moreover, the High Medieval period is an utterly fascinating period in 
terms of gastronomy. Indeed, no-one outdid the Burgundians in their lavish banquets and sumptuous dinners. No wonder 
that to this day we use the term ‘Burgundian’ to describe the rich Flemish cuisine.

Historian Annelies Van Wittenberghe (Ghent University) and food archaeologist Jeroen Van Vaerenbergh are taking a dive 
into the historical sources on food on behalf of OMG! Van Eyck was here. What dishes did the Burgundians enjoy most? 
How was food prepared and stored? And did people in the Middle Ages eat with knife and fork? They share this knowledge 
with Flemish foodie Olly Ceulenaere, chef at Ghentish restaurant Publiek. Inspired by the fifteenth-century culinary heri-
tage, he sets out in search of contemporary recipes using historical ingredients. Palatable to all, but with a historical edge. 
And above all: made with high-quality, regional products from local growers or makers.

For an entire year, Ghentish restaurants, fry shops, bakers, but also passionate home cooks will be able to whet their ap-
petite with cooking tips, dishes, workshops, and many samplers of known and lesser-known Medieval dishes and products. 
2020 is bound to be one delectable year!

24 JUNE – 28 JUNE 2020
MIDSUMMER NIGHT

Saint John’s Day, or Midsummer Night, has been celebrated on 24 June for centuries, and was an exuberant event in the 
days of Jan Van Eyck as well. Just as Saint John’s Day heralds the seasonal transition, Midsummer Night marks for us the 
second half of the themed year.

This will be a true open-air folk festival centred around, as tradition will have it, tasty food, fire, music, and nature. Because 
26 June is when we celebrate the homecoming of the Ghent Altarpiece at St Bavo's Cathedral, we have no qualms about hav-
ing a festive midweek celebration. Expect no less than a vibrant festival with dancing, medieval street food to salivate over, 
folkloristic shows, spectacular tableaux vivants, and troubadours. Because there is no party like a Medieval Burgundian party! 



MAASEIK SQUARE BECOMES ‘FRUIT ORCHARD XL’

By 2020, Maaseik square will be transformed into a veritable fruit orchard with apple trees, pear trees, a fig tree, and a 
cherry tree. Even the more exotic almond and mulberry trees join the flowery meadow full of plants that are also featured 
in the Ghent Altarpiece.

A whopping 1,400 square metres of asphalt is being removed to enlarge the patch of green that is over a hundred years 
old. The square is transformed into one giant green carpet. This in combination with picnic benches, built-in trampolines, 
seating areas and wooden sheep turn the little area between St Bavo's Cathedral and the Geeraard the Devil castle into a 
green and child-friendly oasis. A slice of heaven in the heart of Ghent!

PASSED DOWN FROM MASTER TO STUDENT

In 2020, Ghent is demonstrating that Van Eyck is still making his mark on the city. Indeed, the Ghent Altarpiece is more 
than merely a piece of world heritage. It is a living icon that continues to fascinate and inspire. Van Eyck’s heritage courses 
through the city, and generation after generation he continues to inspire new masters who will proudly take their place in 
the limelight in 2020.

More than seventy Ghentish creators have agreed to create a product or design inspired by the Ghent Altarpiece. Each and 
every one of them a passionate artisan who, just like Jan Van Eyck in the fifteenth century, are keeping artisanal mastery 
alive with the utmost care, knowledge, and patience. The Van Eyck creators practice a broad range of crafts, leading to a 
great diversity of unique products: jewellery, hats, floral arrangements, beer, rugs, shawls, handbags, ceramics, glassware… 
The variety on offer is tremendous. 

Their exclusive products will be offered for sale in the council cellar underneath the Belfry as of fall of 2019. The shop is run 
in conjunction with Stadswinkel and Historische Huizen Gent. In addition to a unique concept store, the council cellar is also 
slated to become the meeting point for the year themed OMG! Van Eyck was here. This location will be the starting point for 
a number of activities, and visitors can find the information they need here. Venue: Council cellar underneath the Belfry



VAN EYCK 
& THE 

FLEMISH RENAISSANCE
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MUSEUM HOF VAN BUSLEYDEN  
Step into this majestic and magnificent Renaissance palace in Mechelen, the capital of the Burgundian Netherlands. Follow 
in the footsteps of Hiëronymus van Busleyden, Margaret of Austria, Erasmus and Thomas More. Exchange ideas and reflect 
on our changing world, much like they did. The opening up of the New World in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
ushered in a new era, called the Renaissance, in which man was considered the center of the universe. An era in which 
everything changed. Today this house has once again become a meeting place, a place for conversations, where new ideas 
are born and art is collected and displayed.

Find out more about the surprising Renaissance history as you venture deeper into the Hof van Busleyden, discovering its 
treasures and stories. Learn more about the Renaissance ideas, about the city, about power and about mastership and 
craftsmanship. Move from lively and bustling rooms to more private and quieter places. Go in search of the real Margaret 
and peek into the intriguing and fragile Enclosed Gardens. In this museum we look back at the city’s glorious history and 
look ahead to the future, together with you. Travel back and forth, between the past and present. Experiment and engage 
in a dialogue with the museum and its ever-changing collection.

Not just Van Eyck’s paintings but also the Flemish Renaissance itself will be cele-
brated throughout Flanders in 2020. Renovated city palaces in Bruges, Brussels 
and Mechelen are open with beautiful historic collections and exhibitions. Discover 
these marvelous cities with living memories to this wealthy period and learn every-
thing about Renaissance life and the work of Van Eyck and his contemporaries. 



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

MUSEUM HOF VAN BUSLEYDEN
Sint-Jansstraat 2A, 2800 Mechelen
www.hofvanbusleyden.be

OPENING HOURS
• Mo-Tu-Fr-Sa-So: 10 am – 5 pm
• Thu: 10 am- 10 pm
• Wednesdays, 24, 25 and 31 December, 1 January 

closed
 
TICKETS
• Standard: 12 EURO
• Children till 12 years: free
• 13-26 years: 2 EURO
• Groups: 10 EURO
• Trade: 9 EURO
• Trade children: EURO

CONTACT BOOKING GROUPS
groups@mechelen.be
visit.mechelen.be/as-a-group

TRADE CONTACT
Florie Wilberts
T +32 15 29 76 56
florie.Wilberts@mechelen.be

GUIDES
• Dutch/French/English
• 80 EURO + 10 EURO p.p. for groups or 

+ 9 EURO p.p for trade (max 15 people)

Combine your visit with a Burgundian walk in Mechelen 
in the footsteps of Hieronymus and Margareta.

EXHIBITION: RENAISSANCE CHILDREN.
ART AND EDUCATION IN THE 16TH CENTURY  
23 OCTOBER 2020 – 31 JANUARY 2021 

For the Burgundian and the early Habsburg princes, Mechelen 
was not only an important political and cultural hub, but 
also an educational centre. Three successive generations of 
Habsburg princes and princesses spent part of their child-
hood there. The best known among them were emperor 
Charles V and the future English queen Anne Boleyn. 

This exhibition wants to paint a more comprehensive pic-
ture of youth and education in the Habsburg Netherlands. 

It will do this by showing works of art, books, prints, letters 
and everyday objects. The exhibition aims to bring together 
a selection of the Habsburg children’s portraits by artists 
as Jan Gossart, Juan de Flanders, Pieter van Coninxloo and 
Bernard van Orley in the city that played a central role in 
their creation and tell the historical, educational and artis-
tic story behind them. 



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

GRUUTHUSEMUSEUM
Dijver 17 C, 8000 Bruges
www.museabrugge.be

OPENING HOURS
• Tu-Su: 9.30 am – 5 pm
• Closed on Mondays (except for Easter and Whit 

Monday: open), 1 January, Ascension (afternoon) 
and 25 December

 
TICKETS
• Standard: 12 EURO
• Reduction, Trade: 10 EURO
• Groups (min 15 people): 10 EURO
• 0-17 years: 0 EURO 
• 18-25 years: 10 EURO 
• Combi ticket with Onze-Lieve-Vrouwekerk: 14 EURO,
• trade 13 EURO

GUIDES
• Dutch, French, English, German, Spanish, Italian
• 80 EURO + 10 EURO p.p. (max. 20 people)
• Group visits can be organised in conjunction with 

the Bruges guides association. Reservations can be 
made via www.visitbruges.be/ticketshop

 
AUDIOGUIDES
• Free
• Available in Dutch, French, English, German, Span-

ish, Italian
• The museum offers descriptive audio guides (in 

English and Dutch) for visitors with a visual impair-
ment. There are also various ‘feel points’ in the 
museum. Tablets are available with a guided tour 
in International Sign Language.

GRUUTHUSEMUSEUM  
Lodewijk van Gruuthuse, who gave the impressive Bruges city palace its grandeur, lived in accordance with the motto 
‘Plus est en vous’. This also instructs how we should view the collection today. Majestic tapestries, colourful stained glass 
windows, elegant wooden sculptures, historic lace, Burgundian manuscripts and Chinese porcelain; each one
of these artefacts has a unique story which brings three periods of Bruges’ rich history to life.

Free audio guides take you round the city palace. From the top floor you can admire the panoramic view across Bruges’ 
rooftops and discover museum creations from young people. It is not only the museum that has been fully renovated; the 
grounds have also had a complete makeover. The courtyard has been resurfaced, and at the central Museum Pavillion you 
can also buy entrance tickets for the stunning Onze-Lieve-Vrouwekerk next door.



THE LIBRARY OF THE DUKES OF BURGUNDY  
OPENING 15 MAY 2020 

A new museum is due to open in the heart of KBR (the Royal Library of Belgium) in 2020. The sixteenth-century Chapel 
of Nassau and the various rooms that surround it will form the backdrop to the ‘Library of the Dukes of Burgundy’. The 
museum offers you the opportunity to share in Europe’s medieval cultural past, and admire the most beautiful illuminated 
manuscripts.

Presently, almost 300 original Burgundian manuscripts are being stored in KBR. They were created between the end of the 
fourteenth and the end of the fifteenth centuries and are counted among the master works of French and Flemish minia-
ture art. Names such as Willem Vrelant, Jan de Tavernier, Simon Marmion or Lieven van Lathem may not ring any bells, but 
in their time they were veritable celebrities and just as famous as Jan Van Eyck or Rogier van der Weyden, our renowned 
‘Flemish primitives’. The spotlight is shone on all areas of medieval thinking: literature, history, science, morality, religion, 
and philosophy, along with law, poetry and chivalric literature.

It is these original manuscripts that are at the heart of the new museum. The ‘Burgundian’ experience comes together 
throughout the museum and along the multi-media route, and it extends through the rest of the building too. The Library 
will be more than a scientific institution, it will become an experience and a place to meet. Visitors will be able to view 
these masterpieces from KBR’s collections, but they can also enjoy stunning views of the magnificent garden at the Mont 
des Arts or take in the majestic views of the historic centre of Brussels. We’re livening things up, on the Mont des Arts and 
in the city!

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

THE LIBRARY OF THE DUKES OF BURGUNDY
Mont des Arts, 1000 Brussels
www.kbr.be

OPENING HOURS
• Every day 10 am – 6.30 pm except We 1-6.30 pm
• 1 January, Easter, Easter Monday, 1 May, 15 August, 1 

November, 11 November, 25 December closed
 
TICKETS
• Standard: 11 EURO
• 65+, students, groups (min 15 people), trade: 8 EURO
• <18: free

CONTACT BOOKING GROUPS
educ@kbr.be 

GUIDES
• Languages: French, Dutch, English, German, Spanish
• Prices: 
• Week: 85 EURO + entrance ticket (max 15p.) - 1H30
• Weekend: 95 EURO + entrance ticket (max 15p.) - 

1H30
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During the late Middle Ages, Bruges was a cosmopolitan 
city and a melting pot of nationalities and commerce. 
With the decline of the cloth industry, our city changed 
its focus to the production of luxury goods such as gold, 
illuminated manuscripts, lace, paintings etc. These luxury 
goods found their way to every corner of Europe. 

As a result of the Burgundian court’s complex marriage 
policy, Bruges became part of the county of Flanders. The 
Burgundian Dukes found Bruges to be an appealing place 
and enjoyed staying in the luxurious Prinsenhof (now the 
Dukes’ Palace, a unique five-star hotel). The flamboyant 
Dukes, with their impeccable taste, commissioned the most 
renowned painters including Jan van Eyck, who based him-
self in Bruges and became the court painter for Duke Philip 
the Good. Commissioned by the Duke, he travelled and 
made pilgrimages, expanding his international fame and cli-
entele. He painted his masterpiece, ‘Madonna with Canon 
Joris Van der Paele’, for the canon of the church of Saint 
Donatian. Another of his well-known pieces is his portrait 
of his wife, ‘Margaretha van Eyck’. The court painter Van 
Eyck had a huge influence on both local and international 
painters including Hans Memling, a citizen of Bruges who cre-
ated unique panels for rich fellow citizens of Bruges as well 
as Spanish and Italian merchants and bankers. He was also 
commissioned by Sint-Janshospitaal (St.John’s Hospital) 
 to make the ‘Ursula Shrine’ and the ‘Johannes Altarpiece’. 
There were many paintings created in Bruges by the Flemish 
primitives which remain in the city to this day; they can 
be seen at the Groeningemuseum, Sint-Janshospitaal (St.
John’s Hospital) and other locations in the city. 

The Burgundians were an inspiration to many signifi-
cant families. The powerful lords of Gruuthuse built a 
gothic palace on the banks of the Reie. Jan IV Van der 
Aa-Van Brugghe began building a manor house in 1425 
and his descendant, Lodewijk van Gruuthuse, added 
the crowning glory with an imposing late 15th century 
chapel. The splendid palace in the city – which is today 
the Gruuthusemuseum – is now gleaming following 
a thorough restoration. During the same period, the 
Adornes – an Italian merchant family – built the orien-
tal-style Jerusalem Chapel. During the course of the 15th 
century, the gothic City Hall -  a source of inspiration for 
architects in Brussels, Ghent and Leuven - was also com-
pleted and the construction of the Beguinage (which 
has been a UNESCO world heritage site since 1998) was in 
full swing. Thanks to modest donations from the Dukes, 
wealthy guilds and patricians, embellishments were also 
added to St. James’s Church. The gothic architecture of 
Bruges’ Golden Era defined the way the city looks today.

Many street names, such as Spanjaardstraat, Engelse-
straat, Oosterlingenplein and Spinolarei, are a remind-
er of the various nationalities who made their home in 
the trade metropolis of Bruges. A colourful collection 
of foreign merchants found their way here to the most 
southerly office of the German Hanseatic League. The 
Italian tradesmen boosted commercial activity in the city 
as well as ensuring that the financial sector flourished. 
During the Middle Ages, Bruges was the financial capital 
of the world. In the area around the Beursplein, close to 
the Van der Buerze family’s inn, the Italians introduced 

BRUGES: THE CRADLE OF
THE FLEMISH MASTERS



GROENINGEMUSEUM
Jan van Eyck’s Portrait of the artist’s wife, kept in the Groeningemuseum, is not only one of the earliest female por-
traits in European Art History, but one of the few tangible documents of van Eyck’s private life. Her image addresses 
the viewers by means of the inscription on the frame as she seems to focus her gaze on the beholder. Jan van Eyck’s 
astonishing illusionistic talents are even more obvious in the Madonna of Canon Joris van der Paele, the largest single 
painting by the artist known to us. Here, the face of an elderly canon is portrayed with painstaking ingenuity and all 
the painted surfaces are full of hidden reflections of the world in- and outside the panel. Hugo van der Goes’ Death 
of the Virgin is the only significant painting by the painter to remain in Belgium and fascinates because of its inge-
nious display of an unnatural - a devine - light.

new financial tools such as bills of exchange and bank 
accounts. The ‘beurs’ (or stock market) was born.

The city’s tradition of manuscripts, incunables and books 
can still be seen today. Nowadays, many renowned stone 
carvers and calligraphers keep Bruges’ reputation as a 
‘City of Letters’ alive and well. The libraries of the En-
glish Convent and the Carmelite Convent will be open 
to the public from 20 February 2020. The project ‘Sacred 
Books | Secret Libraries’ will centre on the themes of 
silence, authenticity and books. Visitors will be able 
to experience the unique intertwining of the city and 
religious life in Bruges and will be given a glimpse behind 
closed doors. 

Only the very best materials were good enough for the 
Burgundian princes: gold, crystal, diamonds and rubies, 
silk and ivory. For them, beautiful objects and luxurious 
items were a way to display their power. Nowadays, with 
the support of ‘Handmade in Brugge’, traditional crafts-

people still work with sustainable, precious materials 
such as textiles, leather, lace, silver and gold. 

2020 will be ‘The Year of Van Eyck’, and the theme of 
the Burgundians and the Flemish primitive painters will 
continue. The Palace of the Lords of Gruuthuse – the 
ultimate Burgundian city palace – will be opening its 
doors again in May 2019, following a thorough year-long 
restoration. Visitors will be treated to a custom-made 
museum experience and can learn about the history of 
Bruges from the Middle Ages to the current day thanks 
to a selection of masterpieces. The recently renovated 
late Medieval chapel of Lodewijk van Gruuthuse – which 
is unique in Europe – is an absolute must-see. It was 
built by Burgundian knight Lodewijk van Gruuthuse 
as an oratory and connected his palace directly to the 
gothic choir of the Church of Our Lady, so that he could 
follow the service from the comfort of his own private 
chapel without needing to leave his home.



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

GROENINGEMUSEUM
Dijver 12, 8000 Bruges
www.museabrugge.be

OPENING HOURS
• Tu-Su 9.30 am – 5 pm 
• Closed on Mondays (except for Easter and Whit 

Monday: open), 1 January, Ascension (afternoon) 
and 25 December

 
TICKETS
• Standard: 12 EURO
• Reduction, Trade: 10 EURO
• 0-17 years: 0 EURO
• 18-25 years: 10 EURO
• Groups (min 15 people): 10 EURO 
• Elementary and secondary school: FREE

GUIDES
• Dutch, French, English, German, Spanish, Italian
• 80 EURO + 10 EURO p.p. (max. 20 people)
• Group visits can be organised in conjunction with 

the Bruges guides association. Reservations can be 
made via www.visitbruges.be/ticketshop

 
AUDIOGUIDES
• Free
• Languages: Dutch, French, English, German 

12 MARCH 2020 - 12 JULY 2020
JAN VAN EYCK IN BRUGES

The exhibition JAN VAN EYCK IN BRUGES will be in the Groeningemuseum from 12 March until 12 July 2020. This exhibition 
is devoted to two masterpieces by the Burgundian court painter from Bruges: Madonna with Canon Joris Van der Paele 
and Portrait of his wife Margaretha van Eyck.

The exhibition will familiarise you with Jan van Eyck’s Bruges period and uses authentic documents to demonstrate 
what kind of lifestyle the artist led in Bruges and where he lived. Technical research shows how the painter went 
about planning his paintings and how he occasionally made radical changes during the creative process. 

The exhibition also focuses on Joris van der Paele – the son of a priest and a noblewoman – who had an impressive 
career at the Roman Curia during an extremely turbulent period.

EXHIBITION



SINT-JANSHOSPITAAL
The Sint-Janshospitaal (St John’s Hospital) was established in the early 12th century and has been preserved remarkably 
well. It is a former pilgrim’s hospital with a chapel, which premises have been transformed into a museum. Besides a 
presentation on the history, practice and culture of the clinic, including medical objects and an intact 17th century 
pharmacy, its main attraction lies in a world famous ensemble of works by one of Bruges’ preeminent residents, the 
Flemish Primitive painter Hans Memling.

EXHIBITIONS

4 APRIL 2020 - 6 SEPTEMBER 2020
MEMLING NOW : HANS MEMLING 
IN CONTEMPORARY ART

The exhibition MEMLING NOW: Hans Memling in con-
temporary art can be seen at the Sint-Janshospitaal (St 
John’s Hospital) from 4 April until 6 September 2020. This 
exhibition focusses on the paintings of Hans Memling, 
one of the most significant painters of the Burgundian 
Bruges genre. He painted no less than three altarpieces 
for the medieval Sint-Janshospitaal. These are considered 
to be masterpieces amongst the artwork of the Flemish 
primitives. The world-renowned Ursula Shrine is also one 
of his works. Hans Memling is a source of inspiration for 
various contemporary artists and this Bruges exhibition 
highlights his influences for the first time. As well as a 
range of portraits by Joseph Kosuth – one of the fore-
fathers of conceptual art – there will also be works on 
display by African-American painter Kehinde Wiley (who 
painted an official portrait of Barack Obama), the Iranian 
painter Aydin Afhdashloo and Syrian-American artist 
Diana Al-Hadid. Belgian artist David Claerbout will also 
be creating a new piece of work for this project. 



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

SINT-JANSHOSPITAAL
Mariastraat 38, 8000 Bruges 
www.museabrugge.be

OPENING HOURS
• Tu-Su 9.30 am – 5 pm
• Closed on Mondays (except for Easter and Whit 

Monday: open), Ascension (afternoon) 
and December 25

 
TICKETS
• Standard: 12 EURO
• Reduction, Trade: 10 EURO
• 0-17 years 0: EURO
• 18-25 years: 10 EURO
• Groups (min 15 people): 10 EURO
• Elementary and secondary school: FREE

GUIDES
• Dutch, French, English, German, Spanish, Italian
• 80 EURO + 10 EURO p.p. (max. 20 people)
• Group visits can be organised in conjunction with 

the Bruges guides association. Reservations can be 
made via www.visitbruges.be/ticketshop

 
AUDIOGUIDES
• Free
• Available in Dutch, French, English, German, 

Spanish 

1 OCTOBER 2020 - 1 FEBRUARY 2021
HEAVEN IN A NUTSHELL. ART AND 
DEVOTION IN THE AGE OF BURGUNDY

This exhibition sheds light on a collection of very 
exclusive devotional items. The objects on display were 
created for prosperous clients during the Burgundian 
period, between 1450 and 1525. The distribution of reli-
gious books and the popularity of devotion to the rosary 
during the second half of the 15th century contributed 
to an increase in piety in the Burgundian Netherlands. 
There was also an increased demand for items which 
could be used for personal prayer and meditation. This 
led to the fabrication of exclusive devotional items for 
the nobility and clergy, including some very beautiful 
miniature objects notable for their use of precious ma-
terials and tiny size as well as the astonishing technical 
skill demonstrated by their creators. The exhibition fo-
cusses not only on the beauty of these objects, but also 
on their function and uses. It was not merely a matter 
of worshipping a saint or witnessing a scene from the 
Bible; the action itself - opening or moving the object – 
could lead to inner reflection and meditation. There are 
75 objects on display, ranging from pictures, pipe clay 
and ivory sculptures, goldsmith’s work and manuscripts 
to panel paintings and boxwood objects. The exhibition 
looks at where the items were made and for whom, their 
likely function and the craftsmanship used in their cre-
ation. The late-medieval Sint-Janshospitaal provides a new 
and very special setting in which to present these tiny 
artistic creations.



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

HISTORIUM
Markt 1 ,8000 Bruges
www.historium.be

OPENING HOURS
• The Historium is open until 6h00 pm. 
• Tickets can be purchased until 5h30 pm
• The building and the attractions are also open on 

Sundays and public holidays. 
 
Historium Story 
Open daily from 10h00 am to 6h00 pm. Last entry 
is at 5h00 pm. 
A maximum of 20 people may enter the attraction 
every 4:30 minutes.  
 
Historium Virtual Reality 
Open daily from 10h00 am to 6h00 pm. Last entry 
is at 5h30 pm.  
 

Historium Tower 
Open daily from 10h00 am to 6h00 pm.  
Last entry is at 5h00 pm.  
 
Duvelorium Grand Beer Café 
Open daily from 11h00 am to 6h00 pm.

 
TICKETS & RESERVATION
Info@historium.be
T + 32 50 27 03 11

www.historium.be/nl/tickets
www.historium.be/en/tickets/groups/

TRADE CONTACT 
Simon Moeyaert
simon.moeyaert@historuim.be
T +32 50 34 80 36

HISTORIUM  
Historium shows visitors what it was like to live in medieval Bruges during the Golden Age, from the atmosphere of 
the harbour and the cobbled streets to the workshop of van Eyck in a multi-sensory, interactive experience. 
Or simply smile at the delicious scents and bawdy laughter coming from the bathhouse.



TRACES OF JAN VAN EYCK IN BRUGGE   
In Bruges’ Golden Age, the 15th century, the fine arts ruled. In the wake of the Burgundian royal house, Flemish 
Primitives Jan van Eyck and Hans Memling settled in Bruges. Their world-renowned paintings can be admired in the 
Groeningemuseum, the Sint-Janshospitaal (St John’s Hospital), the Saint Saviour’s Cathedral and the Church of Our 
Lady. In addition to this permanent offer in a number of museums, you can also discover many concrete traces of the 
painters in the city center of Bruges. The guided walk ‘In the footsteps of Jan van Eyck’ allows you to follow in the 
footsteps of the traces the painter has left in Bruges.

Because the authentic medieval city structure has been preserved in Bruges and large parts of the historical patrimo-
ny have remained virtually intact, this walk will literally take you back to the golden days of Jan van Eyck. Follow his 
daily commute between his home in the Gouden Handstraat, the artists’ district, the Academy, the Prinsenhof from 
where he left on diplomatic missions, the Saint Saviour’s Cathedral with the choir stalls designed by Jan van Eyck to 
the remains of the Saint Donatian’s Cathedral under the Burg Square, where the painter is buried.

www.visitbruges.be 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

M – MUSEUM LEUVEN
Saint Peter’s Church, Grote Markt, 3000 Leuven 
www.mleuven.be
www.diericbouts.com

OPENING HOURS
Reopening March 2020
01 October – 31 March
• Daily: 10:00 - 16:30
• Sundays: 11:00 - 16:30
• Closed on Wednesdays

01 April - 30 September
• Daily: 10:00 - 16:30
• Sundays: 11:00 - 16:30

TICKETS
• Entrance to the church: free
• Digital experience or visitors guide: 5 EURO
• Mixed reality experience: 12 EURO
• Guided tour: 65 EURO
• Price rates on 1 June 2019, subject to any changes. 

Custom rates on demand.

TRADE CONTACT
Saskia Verhaert 
T +32 16 27 29 90
saskia.verhaert@leuven.be

BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH. 
DISCOVER THE LAST SUPPER BY BOUTS   
MARCH 2020

The restored St Peter’s Church is the setting 
for an experience that touches all the senses. 
Immerse yourself in the fascinating story of 
this Gothic church and renew your acquain-
tance with its art treasures: outstanding 
works by Flemish Masters in their authentic 
context. ‘Mixed Reality’ brings Dieric Bouts’ 
Last Supper to life and lets you discover the 
vibrant Leuven of the past and present.

M-Museum Leuven will unveil the new 
permanent presentation of the art trea-
sures in the restored St Peter’s Church. Each 
item can be viewed in its own chapel or in 
its original location. The Last Supper – an 
iconic artwork and a benchmark in the 

evolution of painting – and The Martyrdom of St Erasmus by Dieric Bouts, both of which feature in the presentation, are 
among the absolute masterpieces of Flemish painting. The Edelheere Triptych (a contemporary copy after Rogier van der 
Weyden’s world-famous Descent from the Cross (now in the Prado, Madrid) and Jan Borman’s Triumphal Cross have also 
been classified as masterpieces by the Flemish Community. Particular attention will also be paid to works like the imposing 
Sacrament Tower, the monumental tomb of Henry I and the Chapel of Proud Margaret (‘Fiere Margriet’).
 
All these works form part of a unique ensemble of 12 highlights, of which visitors will discover not only the religious 
background, but also the historical and art-historical stories behind the artworks. Using ‘Mixed Reality’ on HoloLens (and 
iPad) the masterpieces at St Peter’s Church will truly come to life in amazing worlds without physically altering the space. 
Visitors will even be able to look through the walls of St Peter’s Church. The art treasures in the church will be linked 
with locations, stories and attractions in the city of Leuven. This will make a visit to St Peter’s Church a memorable and 
enriched experience that brings the story of Dieric Bouts and the artworks, the church and the city to life. Visitors will 
also find a new reception area with ticket desk and museum shop. The visitor experience will be offered in five different 
languages: Dutch, French, English, German and Spanish.



ALL ABOUT BELGIUM 
Stationsstraat 30B, 9340 Lede
Belgium
T +32 (0)53 80 98 18
info@aab-allaboutbelgium.be
www.aab-allaboutbelgium.be

BRUSSELS AND BEYOND 
Geerdegemvaart 96 - 98, 
2800 Mechelen
Belgium
T + 32 (0)15 407 537 
info@brusselsandbeyond.com 
www.brusselsandbeyond.be

@DMIRE  
Gemeenveldstraat 93
1652 Beersel (Alsemberg)  
Belgium
T +32 (0)2 361 65 59
events@admire.be
www.admire.be

PERFECT + EVENT 
PRODUCTIONS
Geerwijnstraat 9, 8000 Bruges
Belgium
T +32 (0)50 34 76 08
events@perfectplus.be
www.perfectplus.be

FOCUS FLANDERS 
Nederkouter 35, 
9000 Ghent
Belgium
T +32 (0)9 269 90 62
info@focusflanders.com
www.focusflanders.com

BRILLIANT IDEAS
Lambermontplaats 12, 
2000 Antwerp
Belgium
T +32 (0)3 331 3 330  
contact@brilliantideas.travel
www.brilliantideas.travel

USE OF FLEMISH MASTERS IMAGES

If you would like to use images of our Art cities and the Flemish masters offer you 
can find them on Flickr: www.flickr.com/visitflanders

Images of the paintings are also available and can be requested with your local trade contact. 
Please follow the copyright instructions as mentioned in Flickr.

DMC’S, INCOMING OPERATORS, 
EVENT ORGANISERS
The following DMCs and incoming operators are able to create 
tailor-made Flemish Masters experiences. To give a sense of what’s 
possible, a selection of inspirational proposals are available at:
www.visitflanders.com/flemishmasterstrade

GUIDED TOURS
GHENT 

GANDANTE 
Waterlelielaan 1, 9032 Ghent
Belgium
T +32 (0)479 51 52 42 
info@gandante.be
www.gandante.be

GHENT GUIDES
Godshuizenlaan 2b, 9000 Ghent
Belgium
T + 32 (0)9 233 07 72
info@gentsegidsen.be
www.gentsegidsen.be

GHENT-AUTHENTIC  
Ajuinlei 1, 9000 Ghent
Belgium
T +32 (0)9 269 52 18
info@ghent-authentic.com
www.ghent-authentic.com
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2018 2019 2020 

MORE INSPIRATION ON
WWW.FLEMISHMASTERS.COM

INTERNATIONAL
Britta Weidemann
britta.weidemann@visitflanders.com 

BRAZIL
Katrien Dejonghe
Katrien.dejonghe@visitflanders.com 

CENTRAL EUROPA 
Alexandra Raab-Frostl
Alexandra.raabfrostl@visitflanders.com 

CHINA
Han Lu
han.lu@visitflanders.com

GERMANY
Lene Hermes
Lene.hermes@visitflanders.com 

FRANCE
Elisabeth Drouot
Elisabeth.drouot@visitflanders.com 

ITALY
Mayra Caroppo Venturini
Mayra.caroppo@visitflanders.com 

JAPAN
Junko Iida
Junko.iida@visitflanders.com 

THE NETHERLANDS
Joke Nivelle
Joke.nivelle@visitflanders.com 

Ingrid Bokma
Ingrid.bokma@visitflanders.com 

RUSSIA
Pedro Waeghe
Pedro.waeghe@visitflanders.com 

SCANDINAVIA
Lynn Dauwe
Lynn.dauwe@visitflanders.com 

SPAIN
Judit Sala 
Judit.sala@visitflanders.com 

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Lisa Thomas 
Lisa.thomas@visitflanders.com 

USA & CANADA 
Marco Frank
Marco.frank@visitflanders.com 

TRADE CONTACTS


